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This chapter's message is about angelic warfare, so we begin in Ephesians 6:12, "For we wrestle not 
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places," in this case, these are in the 
sky and air around us, powerful angelic beings, fallen angels, but not demons. 

Paul warned against the worship of angels, but in the Middle Ages names for many different types of 
angels, good and bad, assigned to different things came about, however, in the Old Testament, we are 
introduced to the only two angels named in the Old Testament, Michael and Gabriel. There are other 
sources and materials outside the Bible that list different angels and what they were responsible for, but 
angels are God's messengers. They are there to assist God and also the Lord Jesus Christ. By going 
back to the Old Testament, I will show how Gabriel assisted the pre-incarnated Christ in the Book of 
Daniel. Angels also assist us and do His bidding and serve their God the Creator and the Son, Jesus 
Christ. In addition, both good and bad angels are very powerful beings. In our own strength we are no 
match for them, but we are more than conquerors because of what Christ did for us. 

To read about the principalities and powers, also known as thrones and dominions in the New Testament, 
go to Colossians 1:16. First, it talks about the pre-eminence of Christ, then verse 16 states, 

"For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were 
created by him, and for him...." 

The same Greek words found in Ephesians 6:12 for principalities and powers are also used here in 
Colossians 1:16. It was never God's intention for Satan to become rebellious, to sin, want to be like God, 
and turn on his own creator. That was never God's intention, but that is what happened and that is where 
the fallen angels came from because obviously Satan convinced many others that they too could climb 
the ladder of authority and become like God. I am sure Satan made it very tempting to these fallen angels 
and he probably had a very convincing argument that they could be just like God or better. That is what 
probably happened, but all these beings whether in the heavens or the earth, whether angels or Adam-
like beings were created by God for Him and by Him as verse 17 tells us, "And he is before all things, 
and by him all things consist." 

So God created these principalities and powers, both good and bad. In Ephesians 6:12, Paul says, "For 
we wrestle not against blood and flesh, but against principalities..."  We may think we wrestle 
against our neighbor, or boss, or whatever circumstance we deal with, but we are wrestling against 
principalities, powers, and rulers of darkness that control the thoughts and minds of human beings to 
come against us. Their chief agent in charge of that are the demons assigned to us under control of these 
principalities and powers sitting on their thrones and dominions. Just the same, angels are assigned to 
assist us confront these evil forces, not just demons, but other fallen angels as well. To see an example 
of this, Daniel, throughout the Book of Daniel is praying, seeing visions, asking for clarification of the 
visions, prays more, and gets more visions. This happened over several years, then, in chapter 10, Daniel 
has a terrifying vision. It begins in verse 1. 

"In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a thing was revealed unto Daniel, whose name was called 
Belteshazzar; and the thing was true, but the time appointed was long: and he understood the 
thing, and had understanding of the vision. 

In those days I Daniel was mourning three full weeks. 



I ate no pleasant bread [or bread of desires], neither came flesh nor wine in my mouth, neither did I 
anoint myself at all, till three whole weeks were fulfilled. 

And in the four and twentieth day of the first month, as I was by the side of the great river... 

Then I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a certain [or one man] man clothed in linen, 
whose loins were girded with fine gold... 

His body also was like the beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as 
lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet like in colour to polished brass, and the voice of his words 
like the voice of a multitude. 

And I Daniel alone saw the vision: for the men that were with me saw not the vision; but a great 
quaking fell upon them, so that they fled to hide themselves. 

Therefore I was left alone, and saw this great vision, and there remained no strength in me: for my 
comeliness was turned in me into corruption, and I retained no strength." 

Back in verse five, I know some critics say that Daniel was just hallucinating because he did not have any 
food or drink for three full weeks, 21 days. No, that was not the case. All we have to do is look back in 
history to what Daniel's vision was all about to understand he was seeing an event that was still yet to 
come which proves he was not hallucinating because of lack of food or drink. But I want to take a look at 
who Daniel first saw. 

Verse five tells us, "Then I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a certain man [In 
the Hebrew, one man] clothed in linen, whose loins were girded with fine gold... 

His body also like the beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning, and his eyes as lamps of 
fire, and his arms and his feet like in colour to polished brass, and the voice of his words like the 
voice of a multitude." 

Scholars have argued about this chapter and chapter 8 and who these two particular beings were that 
Daniel saw. What Daniel described in verse 5 and 6 is nothing more than a vision of the Lord Jesus in a 
pre-incarnated appearance. Some think it could be a cherubim, a seraphim, another type of angel, or an 
archangel. It is similar to descriptions of other appearances of angels in the Old Testament, but 
everything in God's Word must be verifiable to convince me - even faith. We must have faith in God's 
Word. There is so much evidence of what God and Christ have done in this Book that it developed my 
faith, or as my mentor would say, concretionized my faith, bringing me to a point of having no doubt in His 
Word. He will not lie to us and He always backs up His Word with factual events that declare what was 
prophesied, in some cases, millenniums ahead of the event. And with that, I know for a fact that this is 
Christ Jesus because of what it written in Revelation 1:12 where John has seen the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Here John writes, 

"And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden 
candlesticks; 

And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment 
down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle." 

Compare that to Daniel 10:5 which reads, "Then I lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a 
certain man clothed in linen whose loins girded with fine gold...." 



That is very similar, so continue to Revelation 1:14, "His head and his hairs were white like wool, as 
white as snow;" comparing that to Daniel 10:6, "His body also was like the beryl, and his face as the 
appearance of lightning...." 

Revelation 1:14 describes His eyes, "and his eyes were as a flame of fire;" as does Daniel 10:6, "and 
his eyes as lamps of fire..." 

Revelation 1:15 tells us, "And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace;" and 

Daniel 10:6 states, "and his feet like in colour to polished brass...." 

That is just too many similarities to be coincidence. All the prophesies that have already been fulfilled 
throughout time were given prior to that fulfilment which is another piece of evidence that God's Word is 
not a lie and is the truest thing that we will ever come across to reveal things that are still yet to come. All 
these things that John saw were still things yet to happen. And in verse 12 through verse 15 John gives a 
description of what he was seeing and how he was perceiving Jesus. 

The last feature is described in Revelation 1:15, "and his voice as the sound of many waters," and 
also in Daniel 10:6, "and the voice of his words like the voice of a multitude." 

This is none other than Christ that Daniel sees first in this vision, and it is not the first time that Daniel saw 
the pre-incarnated Christ. He also saw Him, or at least heard Him, in chapter 8. God's Word verifies itself 
and this is the same person, Jesus Christ, who Daniel describes in chapter 10:5 and 6 and who John 
describes in the midst of those seven candlesticks.  Daniel 10:7 goes on to say, 

 "And I Daniel alone saw the vision: for the men that were with me saw not the vision; but a great 
quaking fell upon them, so that they fled to hide themselves. 

Therefore I was left alone, and saw this great vision, and there remained no strength in me: for my 
comeliness was turned in me into corruption, and I retained no strength. 

Yet heard I the voice of his words: and when I heard the voice of his words, then was I in a deep 
sleep on my face, and my face toward the ground. [This is where Daniel was touched by none other 
than Gabriel.] 

And, behold, a hand touched me, which set me upon my knees and upon the palms of my hands. 

And he said unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved, understand the words that I speak unto 
thee, and stand upright: for unto thee am I now sent [by Jesus Christ].  And when he had spoken 
this word unto me, I stood trembling." 

This was not Christ's first appearance to Daniel or his first encounter with Gabriel. In Daniel 8 he receives 
a vision of the ram and the goat, then in verse 15 we read, 

"And it came to pass, when I, even I Daniel, had seen the vision, and sought for the meaning, then, 
behold, there stood before me as the appearance of a man. 

And I heard a man's voice between the banks of Ulai [literally the banks of the mighty leaders], which 
called, and said, Gabriel, make this man to understand the vision. 

So he came near where I stood: and when he came, I was afraid, and fell upon my face: but he 
said unto me, Understand, O son of man: for at the time of the end shall be the vision." 



We have no record that Daniel actually saw Christ here, but he heard the voice which said "give him the 
understanding of the vision that he just saw"; Gabriel was to make him understand the vision. So here is 
one encounter prior to chapter 10 and in verses 5 and 6, this is none other than the pre-incarnated Christ 
and the same description is given of the same Lord Jesus Christ in the Book of Revelation, chapter 1 that 
John saw in the midst of the candlesticks. 

Returning to Daniel 10:11, Gabriel begins speaking. "And he said unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly 
beloved, understand the words that I speak unto thee, and stand upright: for unto thee am I now 
sent. And when he had spoken this word unto me, I stood trembling. 

Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to 
understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy 
words. [Daniel's words were heard.] 

But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one 
of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there with the kings of Persia." 

This ‘prince of the kingdom of Persia' is not some earthly king. No earthly king could keep any angel or 
fallen angel at bay. They do not have the strength or the power to keep these mighty beings at bay for 
three weeks, 21 days. And during those three weeks, Daniel was literally fasting and praying as the; 
things that will happen after we have already been raptured as we read throughout the Book of 
Revelation, and things after the trials and tribulations and the great wrath of God that will be poured out 
on this earth when Christ comes back to rule and reign.  angel Gabriel was trying to get through with 
God's message of understanding of the visions for Daniel. But he could not break through because the 
king of Persia, one of these principalities with a mighty dominion, and probably with a mighty army behind 
him, was able to keep Gabriel from delivering the message to Daniel. 

Let me read something: 

"The words 'I remained' are translated in the margin of the Revised Version 'I was not needed.'" 

So once Michael came, being a more powerful angelic being, he was able to put the prince of Persia in 
his place allowing Gabriel to then go to Daniel and deliver the understanding of the vision. Michael was 
powerful enough to hold back this evil prince of Persia, this angelic being not on God's side, but working 
for Satan himself so Gabriel could penetrate through and deliver the message to Daniel.  Michael is telling 
Gabriel, "You can go. I have this under control now, but I am going to need you to come back" after he 
delivered the message to Daniel. This author goes on to say, 

"Later Gabriel said he returned to fight with the ‘Prince of Persia.' 

 The first words that Gabriel spoke to Daniel were an explanation of a delay in answering Daniel's 
prayer. He said that he had been detained for twenty-one days, the same length of time Daniel had 
been praying, by the ‘Prince of Persia,' and if Michael, the Archangel had not come to his rescue 
he would have been there still. [That is how powerful these beings are.] Here the veil is lifted, and we 
are shown something of the workings of the ‘UNSEEN WORLD,' and of the connection between 
the ‘Spirit World' and the affairs of men and nations on the earth. This ‘Prince of Persia' was not 
Cyrus the King of Persia. No one for a moment would think that a mere human being like Cyrus 
could withstand a supernatural being like Gabriel, with a message from God, for twenty-one days. 
The scriptures clearly teach that there is a ‘KINGDOM OF DARKNESS' over which Satan reigns as 
KING, and that his Kingdom is composed of ‘PRINCIPALITIES,' ‘POWERS,'...  ‘RULERS OF 
DARKNESS,' AND ‘WICKED SPIRITS.' 

From this we see that Satan has his Kingdom organized in a wonderful manner. It is divided to 
Kingdoms and Principalities. These divisions correspond to the Kingdom divisions of our earth. If 



Satan has the ‘Prince of Persia' and a ‘Prince of Grecia,' why not a Prince for every nation? Satan 
has his limitations. He is not omnipresent.... He has to depend upon his agents. And so great and 
powerful are his ‘Princes' that it takes a supernatural being, like Michael the Archangel to 
overcome them." 

Michael did not necessarily overcome him, but he kept him at bay and occupied so Gabriel could break 
free and get to Daniel with what God wanted delivered. This story also shows that while these good and 
bad angels were preoccupied in the unseen warfare, Satan or his fallen angels could also be at the 
Throne of God. How else would they have known what Gabriel was trying to deliver?  Think about it. They 
knew Gabriel was trying to deliver the exact message that God wanted Daniel to hear, to explain things 
that were still yet to come. That was not so much for Daniel's benefit, but for our benefit, especially as we 
live these last days. But as these angelic beings were fighting in the unseen cosmos, nothing could hold 
back the Lord Jesus. As these angelic beings were fighting, not a single one is a match for the Lord Jesus 
Christ in this pre-incarnated state. They are no match! So while these angels were being held up, Christ 
came. He did not have any problem breaking though. He went right through as the source of peace and 
calmness, and eventually a deep sleep because Daniel was mourning and in agony. Gabriel had his 
assignment and he was going to fulfil his assignment. He just became delayed because of this prince of 
Persia, this angelic being who was ruler at the time of the nation that would eventually be destroyed and 
another nation come up in its place. Daniel saw the appearance of the pre-incarnated Christ, the same 
appearance that is described in the Book of Revelation chapter 1. Daniel 10:8 tells us what Jesus did for 
him. Here we read, 

"Therefore I was left alone, and saw this great vision, and there remained no strength in me: for 
my comeliness was turned in me into corruption, and I retained no strength. 

Yet heard I the voice of his [Christ's] words, then was I in a deep sleep on my face, and my face 
toward the ground." 

Jesus came, which shows us that no matter what angels become entangled with, Christ will always be 
there because we have a comforter and that is the Holy Spirit. It is promised if we keep faithing in Him, He 
will neither leave us nor forsake us and He is not a man to lie. What Jesus brought Daniel was comfort 
and He put him in a deep sleep until that angel broke through and was able to now lift him up and say in 
verse 11, 

"O Daniel, a man greatly beloved, understand the words that I speak unto thee, and stand upright: 
for unto thee am I now sent.[Daniel then stood trembling and I would too .] 

Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to chasten 
thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy words. 

But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days: but, lo, Michael, one 
of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained [literally was not needed] there with the 
kings [more than one] of Persia. 

Now I am come to make thee understand what shall befall thy people in the latter days: for yet the 
vision is for many days. 

And when he had spoken such words unto me, I set my face toward the ground, and I became 
dumb. [He could not speak.] 

And, behold, one like the similitude of the sons of men touched my lips: then I opened my mouth, 
and spake, and said unto him that stood before me, O my lord [not capitalized there and properly so. 
He was not speaking to the Lord Jesus Christ here, but speaking to Gabriel], by the vision my sorrows 
are turned upon me, and I have retained no strength. 



For how can the servant of this my lord talk with my lord? for as for me, straightway there 
remained no strength in me, neither is there breath left in me. 

Then there came again and touched me one like the appearance of a man, and he strengthened 
me," 

Looking more closely at the phrase ‘appearance of a man,' go back to Daniel 8:15. It reads, 

"And it came to pass, when I, even I Daniel, had seen the vision, and sought for the meaning, then, 
behold, there stood before me as the appearance of a man." 

And I heard a man's voice [another voice.] between the banks of Ulai, which called, and said, 
Gabriel [described as 'the appearance of a man' in this particular chapter] make this man to understand 
the vision." 

This is Christ telling Gabriel to bring understanding to Daniel of what he just saw. The 'appearance of a 
man' is none other than Gabriel in chapter 8 as it is defined, and also here in chapter 10:18, 

"Then there came again and touched me one like the appearance of a man, and he strengthened 
me, 

And said, [once again] O man greatly beloved [showing this is Gabriel once again because the same 
words are used], fear not: peace be unto thee; be strong, yea, be strong [actually have courage]. And 
when he had spoken unto me, I was strengthened, and said, Let my lord speak; for thou hast 
strengthened me. [Once again, 'my lord' is not capitalized and properly so.] 

Then said he, Knowest thou wherefore I come unto thee? and now will I return to fight with the 
prince of Persia: and when I am gone forth, lo, the prince of Grecia shall come. 

But I will shew thee that which is noted in the scripture of truth: and there is none that holdeth 
with me in these things, but Michael your prince." 

This is Gabriel who assisted Daniel and the same Gabriel described 'as the appearance of a man' in 
chapter 8 and in chapter 10:18. Michael and Gabriel are angels fighting with the prince of Persia and 
others not described or listed here. A heavenly battle is taking place because Satan is to and fro at God's 
throne. When he is not there, I am sure he has his representatives sitting at God's throne listening in to 
find out the details and plans that God has for us. In the case of Daniel to understand these visions given 
to him so Satan could somehow interfere, get in the way and stop the progress of these messengers or 
angelic beings, in this case Gabriel, to deliver the message and the understanding of these visions to 
Daniel. A spiritual and physical battle was going on in the heavenlies that goes beyond anything we can 
probably even imagine. These are the principalities and powers doing battle for the cause of Christ and 
the cause of God, and also doing battle for our benefit. 

In Colossians 2, hundreds of years later, Christ has come and fulfilled everything that God said He would 
fulfil so we are complete and fully armed and ready for warfare with these angelic beings. About this, 
verse 8 tells us, 

"Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 

For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. 

And ye are complete in him [Christ Jesus], which is the head of all principality and power: 



... Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us [that is all our faults, sins, and 
accusations these principalities, powers, and Satan himself, have against us], which was contrary to us, 
and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross [meaning Christ and His blood spilled on that cross 
blotted out all that was against us]; 

And having spoiled [in the Greek this is having stripped and disarmed] principalities and powers, he 
made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it." 

I like the way the Revised Version translates this verse; it is really close to the Greek, "He disarmed the 
principalities and powers and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in him."  He 
made a public example of principalities and powers including Satan and his demons. But we are complete 
in Him if we stay in faith, trust in His Word, and understand what His blood did for us. 

Let me read something from one author: 

"One other great picture flashes on the screen of Paul's mind. Jesus has stripped the powers and 
authorities that made them his captives. As we have seen, the ancient world believed in all kinds 
of [classes and grades of] angels and all kinds of elemental spirits [and demons]. Many of 
these [demons and] spirits were out to ruin men. It was they who were responsible for demon-
possession and the like. They were hostile [and malicious] to men. Jesus conquered them forever. 
He stripped them; the word used is the word for stripping the weapons and the armor from a 
defeated foe. Once and for all Jesus broke their power. He put them to open shame and led them 
captive in his triumph train. The picture is that of the triumph of a Roman general. When a Roman 
general had won a really notable victory, he was allowed to march his victorious armies through 
the streets of Rome and behind him followed the wretched company [the principalities and powers, 
these wretched beings following behind us stripped and disarmed] of the kings and the leaders and the 
people he had vanquished and conquered." 

Just as Ephesians 6:10 says, we are strengthened, we are empowered, and we are clothed with His 
might, but He expects us to have faith in His Word and to put on the armor of God described in Ephesians 
6. Even though He has won the victorious battle for all of us, He still expects us to fight. He does not want 
us to become couch soldiers lying around doing nothing and then have the audacity to claim the 
wonderful promises that are given to us if we just stand up and fight in faith. However, through Christ 
Jesus we are not the victim, these principalities and powers are; we are victorious. 

"They were openly branded as his victims and spoils. Paul thinks of Jesus as a triumph 
conqueror enjoying a kind of cosmic triumph, and in his triumphal procession of the powers of 
evil, beaten for ever, for every one to see. 

In these vivid pictures Paul sets out the total victory of the work of Christ. Sin is forgiven and evil 
is conquered; what more is necessary? There is nothing that the Gnostic knowledge and Gnostic 
intermediaries can do for men- Christ has done it all for everyone already and having spoiled 
principalities and powers he made a show of them openly." 

He disgraced and disarmed them triumphing over them just as the Revised Version says, "He disarmed 
the principalities and powers and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in him." 

And because of that, our sin is pardoned and the law is abolished, so we no longer must live under it. 
Satan and these principalities and powers, these dominions and evil spirits are conquered because we 
are complete in Him, as verse 10 in that same chapter says, "...which is the head of all principality and 
power." That is why in Ephesians 6, Paul wants us to become aware that we are not wrestling against 
human beings. We are wrestling against these evil beings, these strong powerful fallen angels, these evil 
spirits. Even though as strong and powerful as they are, they are no match for Christ Jesus. And if we are 
living a life of faith and have God's righteousness and we are a weapon of God's righteousness, or a 



weapon unto God's righteousness, even they will shake and tremble at our presence, but there is a 
condition. We must have the attitude that Christ expects us to keep trusting       ~ and fighting the good 
fight of faith. As Paul said, keep being a good soldier of Jesus Christ. Christ has done it all for us and He 
even gives us weapons to use against the onslaught of unseen enemies that we have. Most of them are 
defensive weapons, but there are some offensive weapons. Through it all and through the fight, He wants 
all saints to have open communication with Him. 

Christ has completed His role in what God has promised. He has put all these principalities and powers 
under His feet in triumph. He was the conquering general for our benefit. We no longer must live under 
sin and condemnation. We are no longer under Satan's control. We are now more than conquerors 
because of Christ Jesus and we are expected now to take up the good fight of faith for the cause of 
Christ. When entering a fight, He expects us to wear the armor because the armor is there and available 
and it is very, very important to be worn every minute and every day of the year. There is no taking off this 
kind of armor. This spiritual armor is armor we wear constantly, there are no exceptions. We can choose 
to take it off, but it was never intended for that purpose. Its purpose is to be worn continuously. 

I will abide in Christ Jesus, and it is my hope that you will too. In addition, because of our faith in Him and 
His conquering blood, we can also be completed in Him if we keep our faith in Him and His Word. Many 
do not understand what the Bible means when it says we are more than conquerors. We are more than 
any Roman general ever experienced in the flesh because we are fighting a cosmic battle even though 
we cannot see it, and it goes beyond any war that any man has ever been able to see with his eyes here 
on this planet. We must realize what we are involved in. God has put a calling on our life and He has 
chosen us. With that, hopefully God will let us go further in this chapter and we can start taking a look at 
the whole armor of God so that we may be able to withstand in the evil day having done all to stand. I am 
telling you right now, the spiritual weapons are there, Christ has paved the way and we must keep 
trusting and keep believing that His Word is 100% verifiable, factual, and true. It is worth living our life 
with the understanding that there is no substitute in life to God's Word. He sees us through our everyday 
battles, trials, tribulations, and struggles, but the condition is we must keep trusting Him and soldiering as 
a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 

This battle has been going on for a long, long time. These principalities, these powers and the dominions 
that they control are powerful beings, but we have something even more powerful. Daniel was touched 
and comforted by Christ Jesus Himself before Gabriel ever gave him the message of understanding. Well, 
Christ never leaves us nor forsakes us and we have it all revealed to us here in God's Word, which is 
something Daniel did not have. How much more lucky and fortunate we are than Daniel. Where much is 
given, much is required. Some whine too much, including me, because of the everyday spiritual battles 
that we face. It is time to soldier up so we too can be victorious knowing that Christ has paved the way, 
and if we keep trusting in His Word and His blood, we know that our enemies, whether seen or unseen, 
are behind us pouting and mourning in defeat. I will trust God's Word from this moment on; hopefully you 
will do the same. 

I know I have spent a lot of time in Ephesians 6:12. I could probably spend the rest of the year on this 
verse alone. There are so many different pockets in this particular verse that is really ignored by most of 
the Christian world, but I think it is time to move on and get to some of the spiritual weapons that God has 
given us to do battle against the unseen enemy, because all soldiers need weapons and soldiers of Jesus 
Christ are no exception. Those weapons would not be listed in Ephesians 6 if they were not necessary. I 
want you to remember that as we face the upcoming battles, circumstances, and struggles. We might not 
like it at times, but we are called and chosen and it is important to remember II Timothy 2 which begins, 

"Thou therefore, my son, be strong [endunamoo, be strong, be strengthened, be empowered] in the 
grace that is in Christ Jesus." 

Verse 3 goes on to say, "Thou therefore endure hardness [in the Greek this is, kakopatheo, hardships, 
troubles, afflictions], as a good soldier of Jesus Christ." 



That is why Christ went before us and fought the fight. He won and claimed the keys of death and the 
grave and He was victorious over Satan and all his accusations against us. Christ fulfilled the law so we 
no longer must be concerned about the law. Our concern should be whether we are soldiering as a good 
soldier of Jesus Christ, and a good soldier of Jesus Christ keeps trusting in His Word and seeking out 
God's will daily. God's will is thelema in the Greek. It is to deny yourself, and take up your cross - not your 
personal cross, but the cross for the cause of Christ and follow Jesus. Once a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ becomes aware that he is a chosen soldier, the two go hand in hand. 

Verse 4 in II Timothy says, "No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this life; that 
he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier." 

Yes, we will be involved and participate in them, but they do not become our priority. This is putting God 
second. We are chosen to be a soldier. If you did not know that or if you have never heard it the way I 
have described it, now the light is turned on. We only have two choices, soldier up or become entangled 
with the affairs of this life. Most of Christianity has programs and tasting of the flesh, so they may think 
they are living a Christian life, but it is really putting a sugar coating on what the world has stamped with 
the name of Christianity. 

We are to endure hardness, we are to endure sufferings and hardships, the troubles, and the afflictions 
for the cause of Christ, but we will be strengthened by Christ Jesus through His grace, thank God, and we 
are to be a good soldier of Jesus Christ because He has chosen us to be a soldier. Like it or not, you now 
know we were chose not to fight the things that are seen, but to fight the things that are unseen. There is 
nothing more powerful that we can do than unleash the Word correctly to others by our participation. 
Whether you preach it or whether you support someone who preaches, as soon as you do one or the 
other, you have gotten the attention of the unseen wickedness, evil spirits, and fallen angels and they will 
come to do battle against you to put a stop to what you are doing and participating in. That is why we 
need the weapons described in Ephesians 6. So suit up and get in the fight for the cause of Christ. 
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